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What is a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)

• Is awarded by the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment 

Authority (QCAA)

• Queensland’s senior schooling qualification

• Internationally recognised

• Awarded when a student meets a set criteria

• Shows employers and training providers that you have worked 

consistently at a high standard over the years of senior at High 

School

• May require further training after school
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Achieving a QCE

• The requirements to achieve a QCE have not changed

• The requirements can be summed up in 3 rules when reviewing a students folio 

over Year 11 and Year 12

1. Must pass a semester of a Maths and an English

2. Must remain in 3 subjects for 4 full semesters and pass at the completion

3. Accrue 20 credits of academic learning.
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The QCE Handbook

• There is a new QCE Handbook that has been released by the QCAA

• This handbook details some small changes to the assessment processes 

particularly in the sections of:

a. VET and duplication of learning

b. Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments (AARAs) &

c. Academic integrity of student evidence

• A condensed version of the handbook is available on the schools 

website
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Calculating QCE credits

• In the old system of calculating a QCE, credits are assigned based on the exit result 

of the student at the completion of the course (eg. the final semester of study)

• In the new system, credits are assigned for the individual semesters being 

completed to a satisfactory standard

 Also Semesters 3&4, in Year 12, are linked and the exit result of the student 

from the subject is used for both semesters (however, this result will include the 

externally set and marked assessment)  
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Calculating Credits in the Old System

Subject
Sem of Senior Exit

LOA
Category 

of Learning
Credits

1 2 3 4*

English C C B B High Core 4

Maths A D C C B High Core 4

Visual Art C C C B High Core 4

Health C D C C Sound Core 4

Biology C C B B High Core 4

Modern His C C C B High Core 4

TOTAL CREDITS 24

* Results reported to the QCAA
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Example of Calculating Credits in the New System
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Comparing the Old and New Systems on Student A



tullyshs.eq.edu.au

Comparing the Old and New Systems on Student B
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Comparing the Old and New Systems on Student C

* Results reported to the QCAA

Subject
Sem of Senior Exit 

LOA
Category

of Learning
Credits

1 2 3 4*

English Com C D D C Sound Core 4

Prevoc Maths D C B C Sound Core 4

Engineering C B C D Low Not Core 0

Recreation D C C C Sound Core 4

Cert II Com Rec 100% comps achieved Core 4

Cert II Tourism 100% comps achieved Core 4

TOTAL CREDITS 20

Subject
Sem of Senior Exit 

LOA
Category

of Learning
Credits

1* 2* 3 &  4*

English Essent S U C Sound Core 3

Maths Essent U S C Sound Core 3

Engineering S S D Low Not Core 2

Recreation U S C Sound Core 3

Cert II Com Rec 100% comps achieved Core 4

Cert II Tourism 100% comps achieved Core 4

TOTAL CREDITS 19
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Comparing the Old and New Systems on Student D

* Results reported to the QCAA

Subject
Sem of Senior Exit 

LOA
Category

of Learning
Credits

1 2 3 4*

English D Low Not Core 0

English Com C C C Sound Not Core 3

Maths A D C D C Sound Core 4

Biology C D C D Low Not Core 0

Vis Art in Prac C D C C Sound Core 4

Ag Science C B C B High Core 4

Cert II Bus 100% comp achieved Core 4

TOTAL CREDITS 19#

Subject
Sem of Senior Exit 

LOA
Category

of Learning
Credits

1* 2* 3 &  4*

English U Low Not Core 0

English Com S C Sound Not Core 3

Maths A U S C Sound Core 3

Biology S U D Low Not Core 1

Vis Art in Prac S U C Sound Core 3

Ag Science S S B High Core 4

Cert II Bus 100% comp achieved Core 4

TOTAL CREDITS 18
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So what does this all mean for accruing Credits?

• When you are enrolled in the new system as a Year 11 student you are:

• Studying 6 subjects for 4 semesters, therefore you are working for 24 credits

• If you fail a semester of a subject in Year 11, you will lose 1 credit

• If you fail the combined semesters of a subject of Year 12, you will lose 2 credits

• This is no longer a process of accruing credits, rather it is a process of losing credits

• If you lose 4 credits in Year 11 you are in serious jeopardy of finishing Senior

• If you lose 5 or more credits in Year 11, you will ultimately be looking to start 

Senior again to achieve your QCE
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What is an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

• An Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) allows tertiary admissions centres 

to compare students from across Australia when they apply for tertiary places.

• Students that are applying for placements in Queensland Universities will utilise  

the Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre (QTAC)

• From 2020, the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will replace the Overall 

Position (OP) as the standard pathway to tertiary study for Year 12 students in 

Queensland
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What is the difference between an ATAR and an OP

• An ATAR is a number between 0 and 99.95, in increments of 0.05. that a secondary 

student receives at the completion of Year 12

• ATARs below 30 are not reported.

• The ATAR is a finer grained rank order of students than the OP.

• The ATAR is commonly used in other states and territories.
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How is an ATAR calculated

QTAC will calculate ATARs based on either:

• a student's best 5 General subject results, or

• a student's best results in a combination of 4 General subject results, plus 1 

Applied subject result or completed VET qualification at Australian 

Qualifications Framework (AQF) Certificate III level or above.

If a student is eligible for an ATAR in both categories, QTAC will use their highest 

ATAR.
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English as a requirement for ATAR eligibility

To be eligible for an ATAR, students must satisfactorily complete a QCAA English 

subject. While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it 

won’t be mandatory for a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of 

their ATAR.
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Comparability of the OP to ATAR

OP Score ATAR Rank

1 99

2 97

3 96

4 94

5 92

6 89

7 87

8 84

9 82

10 79

11 77

12 75

13 72

OP Score ATAR Rank

14 70

15 68

16 66

17 65

18 64

19 63

20 62

21 61

22 60

23 59

24 58

25 57
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Ensuring prerequisites are met for university entrance
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What ATAR is needed for a course at university?
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Access arrangements and reasonable adjustments (AARA)

• Access arrangements are actions taken by the school so that a student with an 

eligible impairment that may not be covered by the definition of disability can 

access assessment.

• Reasonable adjustments are actions taken by the school so that an eligible student 

with impairment can be assessed.

• Ultimately the new rules and guidelines around AARA’s is to increase the academic 

rigour of student submissions and ensure students across the state are being 

assessed fairly
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Access arrangements and reasonable adjustments (AARA)

• Schools make decisions about AARA for Year 11. They ensure that the AARA 

implemented for an eligible student for assessment in Year 11 are aligned to those 

that are available for summative assessment in Year 12.

• The provision of AARA’s for assessment in Year 11 by a school is not a guarantee 

that students will be provided the same access or the same adjustments for 

assessment in Year 12.
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Ineligibility of AARAs

Students will not eligible for AARA on the following grounds in the new system:

• unfamiliarity with the English language

• teacher absence or other teacher-related difficulties

• matters that the student could have avoided

• matters that the school could have avoided

• matters of the student’s or parent’s/carer’s own choosing (e.g. family holidays)
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Adjustments of Assessment

The adjustment/s should not prevent the student from demonstrating the objectives 

of the assessment.

The decisions may involve an adjustment to:

• how the instrument is presented to the student

• how the student responds to the assessment

• the time allowed

• the scheduling
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Reporting of Adjustments

• The Deputy Principal – Senior School needs to be informed ASAP of any possible 

adjustments or situations that could impact a student completing assessment on 

the designated date

• Parents/ carers need to be involved in the conversation process of approving an 

adjustment to a students assessment



tullyshs.eq.edu.au

Illness and Misadventure

• When a students ability to attend or complete an assessment is adversely affected 

by illness or an unexpected event, they may be eligible for provisions for illness and 

misadventure.

• Illness and misadventure can affect a single student or a group of students.

• There are however, new principles that need to be adhered to as the rigour of 

assessment submission has increased.
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Illness and Misadventure

The following principles must apply:

• The illness or event is unforeseen and beyond the student’s control.

• An adverse effect must be demonstrated.

• The situation cannot be of the student’s own choosing or that of their 
parents/carers, such as a family holiday.

• Schools implement an adjustment when possible, before considering an application 
for illness and misadventure.

• An illness and misadventure application cannot be made for the same condition or 
circumstances for which an approved adjustment have been approved, unless it can 
be demonstrated that a significant deterioration or complication of the condition 
occurred that diminished the student’s performance in external assessment.
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Supporting Documentation

To make an informed decision about an illness and misadventure application, the 
QCAA requires a report that includes the following details:

• the illness, condition or event (including details of a diagnosis, where applicable)

• date of diagnosis, onset or occurrence

• symptoms, treatment or course of action related to the condition or event

• explanation of the probable effect of the illness, condition or event on the 
student’s participation in the assessment

• for non-medical claims, written evidence from a relevant independent 
professional or other independent third party, such as a witness or police 
report.
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Further reading

More information is available at the following websites:

 Schools website

https://tullyshs.eq.edu.au/Curriculum/Seniorsecondary/Pages/Seniorsecondary.aspx 

 QCAA https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-qce

 QTAC https://www.qtac.edu.au

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-qce
https://www.qtac.edu.au/
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Support provided by the school

• Frequently informing students at Year Level Parades

• Term Assessment Calendars

• Student Services Team

• Year Level Coordinators

• Heads of Department

• Guidance Officer

• Deputy Principal
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Monitoring provided by the school

• Tracking students

• Attendance

• Assessment completion

• Academic progress

• Conversations with parents/carers and students

• Report Cards



tullyshs.eq.edu.au

Strategies to assist students in the Senior

• A comprehensive Junior Schooling curriculum

• SET Planning in Year 10

• Subject changes to suit student pathways

• eLearning – offering subjects not available at Tully SHS

• Work Experience programs

• Vocational Pathways – VET

• School Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships
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How can we ensure success for our children


